...mahi grnami vigata-
viklava i$varasya yatha manisam
nico jayda guna-visargam anupravistah
puyeta yena hi puman anuvarnitena
[SB7.9.12]

Therefore, although I was born in a demoniac family, I may without a doubt offer prayers to the
Lord with full endeavor, as far as my intelligence allows. Anyone who has been forced by ignorance
to enter the material world may be purified of material life if he offers prayers to the Lord and
hears the Lord's glories.

Prabhupada: This is the prayer of Prahlada Maharaja, a great devotee of Lord. So he has described that
although he was born of an atheistic family, but still, Krsna, or God, does not take account of a devotee in
which family he belongs. Krsna does not take account, God does not take account of the family of bree-
ding. He's equally kind to everyone. You have seen the picture, that Krsna is loving both the calves and as
well as the gopis. In the spiritual platform, there is no such distinction that one is on the higher level or
one is on the lower level. Panditah sama-darsinah [Bg. 5.18].

[The humble sage, by virtue of true knowledge, sees with equal vision a learned and gentle
brahmana, a cow, an elephant, a dog and a dog-eater [outcaste].]

In the Bhagavad-gita, therefore, it is said that those who are actually learned, they have no such distinc-
tion. Although in material consideration, according to the body, there is distinction, in the spiritual plat-
form there is no such distinction.

Krsna therefore says in the Bhagavad-gita,
mam hi partha vyapasritya ye 'pi syuh papa-yonayah [Bg. 9.32].



[O son of Prtha, those who take shelter in Me, though they be of lower birth—women, vaiSyas [mer-
chants], as well as Siidras [workers]—can approach the supreme destination.]

Anyone, it does not matter in which family he belongs to, if he takes shelter unto the lotus feet of the Sup-
reme Personality of Godhead, never mind what he is—he may be a man, he may be a woman, he may be
a Sildra, he may be a brahmana or he may be black or he may be white—everyone can approach to the
highest platform of devotional service. It is open field.

So Prahlada Maharaja, although he was born of an atheistic family, he's taking courage: "The Lord has no
such distinction; therefore I shall pray according to my capacity." Bhava-grahi janardana.

[The Lord accepts the essence of a devotee's attitude.]

Bhava. The Personality of Godhead takes account of your mental... Not exactly mental-—your spiritual at-
traction, how much you are attracted. This attraction is the main thing.

As I have several times explained in this meeting, that sa vai pumsam paro dharma yato bhaktir
adhoksaje [SB 1.2.6].

[The supreme occupation [dharma] for all humanity is that by which men can attain to loving devo-
tional service unto the transcendent Lord. Such devotional service must be unmotivated and unin-
terrupted to completely satisfy the self.]

What is the highest type of religion? Everyone will say that "My system of religion is better than yours."
That is quite natural. A Hindu will say, "Oh, I am better than the Christian." Christian will say, "I am bet-
ter than the Hindu." But Bhdgavata says that that is not the test of religion. Bhagavat says, sa vai pumsam
paro dharmo yato bhaktir adhoksaje [SB 1.2.6]. That type of religion is the best by which one develops
love of Godhead. That's all. The test is how much you have developed love of Godhead. Bhdava-grahi ja-
nardana.

[The Lord accepts the essence of a devotee's attitude.]

In Vedic literature it is said that God, Krsna, simply accepts your bhava, or your situation, how much you
have developed your attraction for God, or Krsna. That is taken into account. He does not take account
that "Oh, you are very rich," "You are very beautiful," "You are very opulent," or "You are very poor,"
"You are not beautiful." These considerations are not there. The only consideration is that how much you
love God. Then your life is successful.

So Prahlada Maharaja, therefore, taking courage, that the material qualifications are not assets to ap-
proach God, but it is only devotional service, service attitude. "Krsna, or God, I love You. I can sacrifice
You... I can sacrifice everything for You." Just like Lord Jesus Christ, he sacrificed even his life. The go-
pis, they also sacrificed everything for Krsna. This is wanted. The degree of sacrifice, the degree of at-
tachment is taken into consideration by God, not any material opulence.

So Prahlada Maharaja is encouraged. Tasmad aham vigata-viklava isvarasya sarvatmana mahi grnami
yvatha manisam [SB 7.9.12]:

[Therefore, although I was born in a demoniac family, I may without a doubt offer prayers to the
Lord with full endeavor, as far as my intelligence allows. Anyone who has been forced by ignorance
to enter the material world may be purified of material life if he offers prayers to the Lord and
hears the Lord's glories.]

"Therefore I shall try to offer my prayers according to my capacity." It is not that because one does not



know Sanskrit or a particular type of language and he cannot pray very nicely with poetic simile, meta-
phor... These things are not required. Simply you have to open your feelings of love of Godhead. Then
He's pleased. It does not depend on the particular type of language or poetic ideas. No.

There is one verse in the beginning of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, that,

tad-vag-visargo janatagha-viplavo
yasmin prati-slokam abaddhavaty api

namany anantasya yaso 'nkitani yat

Srnvanti gayanti grnanti sadhavah

[SB 1.5.11]

[On the other hand, that literature which is full of descriptions of the transcendental glories of the
name, fame, forms, pastimes, etc., of the unlimited Supreme Lord is a different creation, full of
transcendental words directed toward bringing about a revolution in the impious lives of this
world's misdirected civilization. Such transcendental literatures, even though imperfectly compo-
sed, are heard, sung and accepted by purified men who are thoroughly honest.]

It is said that a verse written in broken language... Suppose a person, a great devotee, is writing some
prayers for God, but he has no idea of the rhetorical or prosodic method, the system of poetry. He has
no such idea, but he is simply expressing his feeling. But if that feeling is correct, even the language is
broken...

There are many examples. Just like a child, he prays mother, parents, simply by crying. It has no langua-
ge, but the mother understands what is the feeling of the child. It is the feeling that is taken into considera-
tion, not the language. So Prahlada Maharaja very much encouraged, that tasmad aham vigata-viklava
[SB 7.9.12].

[Therefore, although I was born in a demoniac family, I may without a doubt offer prayers to the
Lord with full endeavor, as far as my intelligence allows. Anyone who has been forced by ignorance
to enter the material world may be purified of material life if he offers prayers to the Lord and
hears the Lord's glories.]

So without any doubt, isvarasya, of the Lord, sarvatmanda, wholeheartedly, without any reservation, if I
say, "My dear God, my dear Krsna, from today I surrender unto You. Please protect me," this very langua-
ge, this very feeling will give you all protection. It is so nice. He does not require to be very learned man.

In the spiritual platform there is no such consideration. Tasmdad aham vigata..., iSvarasya sarvatmana [SB
7.9.12].

So the qualification is: without any reservation. "So much for God, so much for my sense gratification,"
there is reservation. In the Bhagavad-gita also the same thing is ordered by Krsna: sarva-dharman pari-

tyajya [Bg. 18.66].

[Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. I shall deliver you from all sinful
reaction. Do not fear.]

Don't divide your energy, that "So much energy for God, so much energy for mayd, or matter." No. Sar-
vatmand. Fully. Then whatever energy you have got, that is sufficient to approach God. It doesn't matter
what you are. Sarvatmana mahi grnami yatha manisam [SB 7.9.12]. Yatha manisam means "as far as it is
possible by me." Nico ajaya, "although I am born low," guna visargam anupravistah, "but as soon as the
vibration of Lord's name will enter unto me, so [ am..., I may be qualitatively very low..."



Just like there are three qualities. Someone may be in the quality of goodness, someone may be in the
quality of passion, someone may be in the quality of darkness, or ignorance. But Krsna, or God, is trans-
cendental to all qualities, because He's Supreme Spirit. We are also transcendental to all qualities, but at
the present circumstances we are under the clutches of this qualitative existence.

Somebody is very good man, somebody is very passionate man, somebody is ignorant fool. These are all
qualitative representation of this material world. But as soon as you come to the platform of God, you
transcend all the qualities. All the qualities. There is no such distinction, "good man," "bad man," "this
man" or "that man."

In the Bhagavad-gita also it is stated,

mam ca vyabhicarini
bhakti yogena yah sevate
sa gunan samatityaitan
brahma-bhityaya kalpate
[Bg. 14.26]

[One who engages in full devotional service, who does not fall down in any circumstance, at once
transcends the modes of material nature and thus comes to the level of Brahman.]

Anyone who is engaged in unalloyed devotional service to the Lord, without any reservation—
avyabhicarini, not adulterated, simply pure love of Godhead, anukiilyena krsnanusilanam [Cc. Madhya
19.167], favorably—how God will be pleased.

[“’When first-class devotional service develops, one must be devoid of all material desires, knowled-
ge obtained by monistic philosophy, and fruitive action. The devotee must constantly serve Krsna
favorably, as Krsna desires.’|

With this feeling, if one is engaged in devotional service, mam ca vyabhicarini bhakti yogena yah seva-
te... If anyone is engaged in that way, then what is his position? Sa gunan samatityaitan [Bg. 14.26]. The-
re are three qualities of the material nature, namely goodness, passion and ignorance. He at once trans-
cends. Sa gunan samatityaitan brahma-bhiiyaya kalpate. Immediately he is spiritually identified. Imme-
diately.

So this process of chanting Hare Krsna, if we do it very nicely... Nicely does not mean that we have to be-
come a very nice musician or very artistic singer. No. Very nicely means sincerely and with great atten-
tion. The process is the highest yoga system. This transcendental vibration, if you simply concentrate
your mind on the vibration "Hare Krsna..." Other kinds of yoga system is not possible in this age.

You cannot meditate on a particular subject matter, because mind is so agitating and changing that you try
to fix up your mind on a particular subject matter, but mind flickers from one subject to another, another,
to another. Then it becomes something else. But this vibration is so nice that even if your mind is flick-
ering, the sound will force you to, I mean to say, draw your attention. "Hare Krsna."

So therefore... And it is very easy. For other sort of meditation, you have to learn how to sit down, how to
fix up your body. You have to select a nice place, a solitary place, a purified place. You have to sit down
in a certain posture. So many things. Those things are not possible at the present age because we are so
much disturbed by the present atmosphere, everyone. Just like this morning you have news that the Rus-
sians, they have captured Czechoslovakia. How much distressed they are. I heard from the newspaper that
several of them were crying.



So this is the position. Padam padam yad vipadam [SB 10.14.58].

[For those who have accepted the boat of the lotus feet of the Lord, who is the shelter of the cosmic
manifestation and is famous as Murari, the enemy of the Mura demon, the ocean of the material
world is like the water contained in a calf's hoof-print. Their goal is param padam, Vaikuntha, the
place where there are no material miseries, not the place where there is danger at every step.|

Every step, there is danger. The material conditional life is so obscure that every step. Therefore the first-
class process of yoga is this bhakti-yoga. Simply you turn your attention to this vibration and chant it ac-
cording to your capacity. It does not require any pre-education. Prahlada Maharaja said, yatha manisam.
Yathda manisam means "as far as it is in my power."

So you can chant Hare Krsna as far as in your power. That means you can chant whenever it is possible. It
is not that you have to go to a temple on a particular time and chant. No. While you are walking, you can
chant Hare Krsna. Practically we see, when we pass on the street, some of the children, seeing us, say
"Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna." Even the children, they can also chant, it is so nice thing. Because they have
no convention. So this chanting Hare Krsna will give him some effect. Yatha manisam sarvatmana.

Then guna-visargam anupravistah. This vibration, as soon as enters within your mind, anupravistah, be-
cause this vibration is absolute, there is no difference between Krsna and His name. So Krsna is always
within you. God is always within you as the Supersoul. So this transcendental sound immediately reminds
you, so you become immediately connected. And it is said that those who are engaged in such yoga sys-
tem, bhakti-yoga system... Srnvatam sva kathah krsnah punya sravana-kirtanah [SB 1.2.17].

[Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead, who is the Paramatma [Supersoul] in everyone's heart and
the benefactor of the truthful devotee, cleanses desire for material enjoyment from the heart of the
devotee who has developed the urge to hear His messages, which are in themselves virtuous when
properly heard and chanted.]

This chanting vibration is so nice that at least you become pious. Punya sravana-kirtana. Anyone who
hears, he becomes purified. Punya sravana-kirtana.

Hrdy antah sthah: and the Supreme Lord, Paramatma, Supersoul, is within you. As soon as you begin
chanting, then hrdy antah stho hy abhadrani. Abhadrani means all dirty things that you have accumulated
birth after birth, due to this material contamination... Hrdy antah stho hy abhadrani vidhunoti. Vidhunoti.
Vi means "particularly," and dhunoti, "washes." Suhrt satam. Because He's always our friend. God is al-
ways our friend.

We do not know that. That is the difficulty. We have lost our friendship with God, and we are trying to
make friendship with this and that, with this and that. That is the cause of disturbance in the world. They
are trying for establishing peace in the world, but they do not know what is the method of establishing
peace.

The method of establishing peace is described in the Bhagavad-gita, suhrdam sarva-bhiutanam jiatva
mam santim rcchati.

bhoktaram yajiia-tapasam
sarva-loka-mahesvaram
suhrdam sarva-bhiitanam
jhatva mam santim rcchati
[Bg. 5.29]



[The sages, knowing Me as the ultimate purpose of all sacrifices and austerities, the Supreme Lord
of all planets and demigods and the benefactor and well-wisher of all living entities, attain peace
from the pangs of material miseries.]

If you want santi—santi means peace—then you should simply understand that everything belongs to
God. That's all. Actually it is. Nothing belongs to you. If you are intelligent, if you scrutinizingly study,
everything belongs to God. Nothing belongs to me. Even this body does not belong to me. I have come
with this body given by God, open-handed, without any asset. And I shall pass away from this world lea-
ving this body open-handed.

So actually nothing belongs to me. It is simply maya, illusion, that we are thinking, "This is mine. This is
mine. This is mine." This is the cause. Just like the Russians, they have occupied Czechoslovakia. They
are thinking, "It is mine." Or somebody is thinking, "It is mine." This is the cause of. Because it is igno-
rance. But actually, everything belongs to God.

If this sense is spread all over the world—"Nothing belongs to anyone but God, and we are all sons of
God"—that is the best communism. Everyone—animal, man, everything—everyone has got right to live.
Everyone is God's son. And the whole property belongs to God. If this philosophy is taught, then there
will be peace. Otherwise there is no question of peace.

So bhoktaram yajiia-tapasam sarva-loka-mahesvaram [Bg. 5.29]. And suhrdam sarva-bhiitanam. And He
is the friend, the sinceremost friend, of everyone. Why not? If we are sons of God, who can love more
than the father? Naturally, there is affection and love of the father towards children. Don't you find it, how
He is providing? Even if we are diso...., , although we are disobedient, still, He is supplying all the neces-
sities of our life.

He's supplying light, He's supplying water, He's supplying air—the essential necessities of your life. Wi-
thout sunlight you cannot live. Without water you cannot live. So by grace of God, you are getting; still,
you are so ungrateful that we do not remember God or offer our gratitude. That is the cause. This godless
civilization is the cause of disturbing peace. Bhoktaram sarva..., yajiia-tapasam sarva-loka-mahesvaram
suhrdam sarva-bhiitanam.

So this bhakti process is to acknowledge the supremacy of God. He is the maintainer of everyone, as it is
stated in the Vedic literature.

nityo nityanam cetanas cetananam
eko bahiinam vidadhati kaman
[Katha Upanisad 2.2.13]

[The Supreme Lord is eternal and the living beings are eternal. The Supreme Lord is cognizant and
the living beings are cognizant. The difference is that the Supreme Lord is supplying all the necessi-
ties of life for the many other living entities.]

Eko. Eko. That one, He's also living entity like you and me. Man is made after God. Therefore God has
got two hands, two legs; therefore you have got two hands, two legs. Imitation. So that eko, that one, is
the maintainer of these many so-called gods.

We are also gods in this sense, because we are part and parcel of God. Just like a particle of gold is also
gold, but that does not mean that the particle of gold is equal to the gold mine. That is the real understan-
ding of philosophy. We are gods, undoubtedly. In which way? Qualitatively. God is gold. Because we are
part and parcel of God, therefore we are also gold. But He is big gold. He is the greatest gold. God is
great.



We are smallest gold. And if we understand this philosophy, then we become naturally submissive and
our constitutional position... And then our prayer as subordinate, submissive, it is very nicely placed, and
God accepts, and then our lost friendship is reestablished.

That is the highest perfection of life. Caitanya Mahaprabhu preached this philosophy, prema pumartho
mahan [Caitanya-manjusa),

“The most important thing is how to love God.”

that if you want success of your life, then try to achieve your lost loving relationship with God. Then your
life is successful. If you want to have success otherwise, that is your defeat.

The Bhagavata says, parabhavas tavad abodha-jato [SB 5.5.5].

[As long as one does not inquire about the spiritual values of life, one is defeated and subjected to
miseries arising from ignorance. Be it sinful or pious, karma has its resultant actions. If a person is
engaged in any kind of karma, his mind is called karmatmaka, colored with fruitive activity. As
long as the mind is impure, consciousness is unclear, and as long as one is absorbed in fruitive acti-
vity, he has to accept a material body.]

We are all born ignorant. Unless there is ignorance, nobody takes birth in this material world. Anyone—
maybe he is Brahma or the smallest insignificant creature like a germ or an ant—everyone has got body, a
particular type of body. So anyone who has got this material body, he is more or less sinful. That is the
verdict. Without being sinful, we do not get this material body. And as soon as we are out of the influence
of this material energy, sa gundan samatityaitan brahma-bhiiyaya kalpate [Bg. 14.26].

[One who engages in full devotional service, who does not fall down in any circumstance, at once
transcends the modes of material nature and thus comes to the level of Brahman.]

How? Mam ca vyabhicarini-bhakti-yogena. Simply by bhakti-yoga.

Simply by engaging yourself cent per cent, without any deviation, in the devotional service of the Lord,
you immediately become freedom, or liberation from this material bondage. And if you keep yourself in
that position, then you are liberated in this life, and after leaving this body, you get your liberated body.
That is mukti. Mukti means hitva anyatha riipam [SB 2.10.6].

[The merging of the living entity, along with his conditional living tendency, with the mystic lying
down of the Maha-Visnu is called the winding up of the cosmic manifestation. Liberation is the per-
manent situation of the form of the living entity after he gives up the changeable gross and subtle
material bodies.]

Mukti means when you give up your material contaminated life. Hitva anyatha ripam sa gunena avasthi-
ti. To be, I mean to say, situated in the constitutional position, that is called mukti.

So our constitutional position is that God is great and we are small. And our position is that God is the
Supreme and we are subordinate, and our business is to serve God. This is our position. We are serving,
but instead of serving God, we are serving dog. That is the position. But service is there. So when you...,
actually when we serve God, then we can serve everyone. Because that is real position. Just like if you lo-
ve your father, then you can love your brothers also, because you know that "If I don't love my brothers,
then father will not be pleased." The center must be the father.

So without loving father, you cannot love your family members. Similarly, without loving God, you can-
not love, exhibit love, in any way. You may advertise yourself universal brotherhood and so on, so on.



This will be all failure, because the center is missing. The present defect is that the center is missing; the-
refore there is no peace in the world.

So we have to search out the center. What is that center?

aham sarvasya prabhavo
mattah sarvam pravartate
iti matva bhajante mam
budha bhava-samanvitah
[Bg. 10.8]

[I am the source of all spiritual and material worlds. Everything emanates from Me. The wise who
know this perfectly engage in My devotional service and worship Me with all their hearts.]

One who has searched out the center, Krsna, that "Here is the fountainhead of everything," iti matva bha-
jante mam, the intelligent person engages himself in the service of the Supreme Lord, and thus he gets
peace and prosperity of life.

Thank you very much. Any question?

Devotee: How did the gopis surrender unto Krsna? You said they surrendered everything. How did they
do it?

Prabhupada: Gopis' surrender is the perfection of life. That is the highest perfectional stage of surrender.
So that stage is very far, far away. First of all, learn to surrender; then you... Just like let us first of all en-
ter into the school; then talk of M.A. examination. The gopis'love is just like M.A. examination.

So people are not even schooling. First we have to surrender by the regulative principle, by the order of
the spiritual master: "You do this, you do that, you do this, you do that." Then gradually, adau sraddha, it
you have got faith, then adau sraddha tatah sadhu-sanga [Cc. Madhya 23.14].

[*“’In the beginning there must be faith. Then one becomes interested in associating with pure devo-
tees. Thereafter one is initiated by the spiritual master and executes the regulative principles under
his orders. Thus one is freed from all unwanted habits and becomes firmly fixed in devotional ser-
vice. Thereafter, one develops taste and attachment. This is the way of sadhana-bhakti, the execu-
tion of devotional service according to the regulative principles. Gradually emotions intensify, and
finally there is an awakening of love. This is the gradual development of love of Godhead for the de-
votee interested in Krsna consciousness.’|

Sadhu-sarnga means to associate with the bona fide spiritual master and abide by his order. Adau sraddha
tatah sadhu-sanga 'tha bhajana-kriya. And as soon as you intimately associate with the spiritual master,
he teaches you how to develop devotional service. Bhajana-kriya. And if you are perfectly executing de-
votional service, then anartha-nivrttih syat, then all your misgivings and misunderstanding will be clea-
red. Then nistha, then you get firm faith.

Beginning is the faith, but when your misgivings are all, I mean to say, eradicated, then the firm..., faith
becomes firm. Tato nistha tatah rucis. Then after firm faith, you come to the stage of taste: "It is very ni-
ce, Krsna consciousness." Tato nistha tatah rucis tathasakti, then attachment. Then you cannot leave.
Then ecstasy. Then you come to the stage of gopi love.

Don't try to come to the stage of gopi immediately. First of all, follow the rules and regulation. Gradually,
when misgivings are all gone, you have got firm faith, attachment, ecstasy, then come to this stage. But
the ideal is to come to that stage. Just like a student's ideal is to pass the M.A. examination. But that requi-



res time and endeavor, patience. Not immediately. Yes?

Rukmini: When we learn to love Krsna, do we transcend goodness?
Prabhupada: Transcend? What is that?
Hamsadiita: When we learn to love Krsna, do we transcend goodness?

Prabhupada: Oh, yes. Goodness is very good in this material world, but that is also a bondage. If I think,
"Oh, I am very learned man. I am very good man," that is also bondage. We have to go far above even
goodness, which is called suddha-sattva. Suddha-sattva means pure goodness. Now here the sense of
goodness, "I am very good," this is mixed with the quality of passion. I am feeling proud of my goodness;
therefore as soon as there is pride, it is mixed up with the quality of passion.

So therefore you'll find all the Vaisnavas, they never think that he's very good. He thinks, "Oh, I am the
lowest. I am the most fallen." Caitanya-caritamrta says, "If anyone recites My name, then all his pious
activities immediately becomes vanquished." You see. This is the platform. Trpad api sunicena [Cc. Adi
17.31]: always thinking very humble and meek.

[“One who thinks himself lower than the grass, who is more tolerant than a tree, and who does not
expect personal honor yet is always prepared to give all respect to others can very easily always
chant the holy name of the Lord.”]

That is above goodness. If I think that I am very good, that is also material. Sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam [Cc.
Madhya 19.170].

[“’Bhakti, or devotional service, means engaging all our senses in the service of the Lord, the Supre-
me Personality of Godhead, the master of all the senses. When the spirit soul renders service unto
the Supreme, there are two side effects. One is freed from all material designations, and one’s senses
are purified simply by being employed in the service of the Lord.’]

To think very poor or think very rich or think very bad or think very good, they are all material qualifica-
tions. Simply think, "I am the humble servant of the Supreme Lord." That is the, mean, unalloyed good-
ness.

Janardana? You can chant. And you can take khol. [end]
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