
JJJyyyoootttiiiḥḥḥśśśāāāssstttrrraaa---   ttthhheee   SSSccciiieeennnccceee   ooofff   ttthhheee   LLLuuummmiiinnnaaarrriiieeesss

A person does not know that all his material activities are being observed by different
demigods, especially the sun-god, and are being recorded for the karma of one’s next
body. Astrological calculations are called jyoti-śāstra.

Because the jyoti, or effulgence, in the material world comes from the different stars
and planets, the science is called jyoti-śāstra, the science of the luminaries. By the cal-
culations of jyoti, our future is indicated. In other words, all the luminaries—the stars,
sun and moon—witness the activities of the conditioned soul. Thus he is awarded a
particular type of body.

[Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 5.13.14]

The Vedas are the guides for the civilized man in every respect. Since human life is the
opportunity to get free from all material miseries, it is properly guided by the know-
ledge of the Vedas, in the matters of both material needs and spiritual salvation. The
specific intelligent class of men who were devoted particularly to the knowledge of
the Vedas were called the vipras, or the graduates of the Vedic knowledge.

There are different branches of knowledge in the Vedas, of which astrology and pa-
thology are two important branches necessary for the common man. So the intelli-
gent men, generally known as the brāhmaṇas, took up all the different branches of
Vedic knowledge to guide society. Even the department of military education (Dha-
nur-veda) was also taken up by such intelligent men, and the vipras were also tea-
chers of this section of knowledge, as were Droṇācārya, Kṛpācārya, etc.

[Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 1.12.29]
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